So far, Google Trend data have been used for influenza surveillance in many European and American countries; however, there are few attempts to apply the low-cost surveillance method in Asian developing countries. To investigate the correlation between the search trends and the influenza activity in Asia, we examined the Google query data of four Asian developing countries. The search data of 26 queries from China, India, Malaysia and Philippines were examined. Our study was based on a publicly available Google service known as Google Correlate. 
Introduction
correlation was because the queries we examined were selected by ranking the overall correlation coefficients of ten-year data, which were significantly affected by the huge spike in influenza activity in 2009. The second limitation was the possible error in influenza virological data. Study showed that the official numbers for the H1N1 influenza pandemic in 2009 were likely underestimated [26] . The third limitation of our research was the lack of search data, which was the main reason why this research didn't cover more Asian countries such as South Korea.
So far, Google Correlate only provided the query data of 53 countries.
In conclusion, we found that the Google search data of influenza related queries were correlated with national H1N1 influenza virological data in the examined Asian developing countries. By taking advantage of readily available data essentially submitted by millions of individuals, Google search engine could provide useful and lowcost influenza surveillance for the developing world. The results of our research suggested that the the search trend of queries provided by Google Correlate can be used as complementary data for influenza surveillance. However, the relatively lower correlation for non-pandemic period could introduce error in predictive models like the Google Flu. More research is required to design more reliable and accurate models. Tables   Table 1. Google Correlate queries 
